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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed more than three months after the filing date of the above-referenced 
application but, to the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing of a first Office Action on 
the merits for the application. 

A copy of the listed documents are submitted herewith along with Form PTO-1449. A 
concise explanation of the relevance of DE 891 065 is incorporated into the introductory part of 
the description of the priority application DE 203 18 638.9. A Search Report of priority German 
Application No. DE 203 18 638.9 dated March 15, 2004 with copies of the documents cited 
therein: DE 232 027; DE 197 10 702; FR 27 92 506; FR 27 06 743 and US 2 200 895. An 
International Search Report of the PCT-Application PCT/EP2004/013537 dated February 15, 
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and does not constitute an admission that each of the listed documents is material or constitutes 
"prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents does constitute "prior art" 
under United States law, Applicant reserves the right to present to the Office the relevant facts 
and law regarding the appropriate status of such document. 
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